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In the name of the great God, and the fearful, | will begin to
write novel interpretations on the explanation of the Torah.
With terror, with fear, with trembling, with sweat, with
dread, with praying and confessing, with a humble heart
and a broken spirit, asking forgiveness, seeking pardon and
atonement, with bowing to the ground, with kneeling, with
prostration, until all the vertebrae of the spine seem to be
loosened.

And that my soul knows right well in dear awareness, that
the egg of the ant is not as small in comparison to the
outermost sphere as is my little wisdom and brief
knowledge against the hidden matters of the Torah that lie
hidden in her house, concealed in her room; For every
precious thing and every wonder, every profound mystery
and all glorious wisdom are stored up with her, sealed up in
her treasure by a hint, by a word, in writing and in speaking;
just as the prophet - who was adorned with royal garments
and a crown ,the anointed of the God of Jacob the author of
the sweetest of songs - said: “I have seen an end to every
purpose; but Thy commandment is exceedingly broad.” And
it is said, “thy testimonies are wonderful, therefore doth my
soul keep them.”

But what shall | do since my soul craves for Torah and she is
in my heart as a consuming, burning fire in my kidneys
restrained; to go forth in the steps of the former ones, the
lions of the group, the exalted of the generations, the men
of might; to enter with them “The thickest part of the
beam,” to write as they did explanations of the verses, and
Midrashic interpretations on the precepts, and the Agadah,
ordered in all things, and sure.
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| will place as an illumination before me the lights of the
pure candelabrum, the commentaries of our Rabbi Shlomo,
a crown of glory, and a diadem of beauty, adorned in his
ways, in Scripture, Mishnah and Gemara. The right of the
first-born is his. In his words will | meditate, and in their
love will | ravish, and with them we will have discussions,
investigations and examinations, in his plain explanations
and Midrashic interpretations, and every difficult Agadah
which is mentioned in his commentaries. And with Abraham
the son of Ezra we shall have open rebuke and hidden love.
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And God Whom alone | shall fear, He shall save me from the

day of wrath. He shall keep me from mistakes and from all Loy NIRCGAWD WM L1y

sin and transgression, and He sha}II lead me in the straight RRDM MY 772 "1 71 RO

way and open for us the gates of light, and He shall deem us ver Y iwws el p=a
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says to Zion: Thy G-d reigns. Thy word is tried to the
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uttermost, and Thy servant loves it. Thy righteousness is an
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testimonies are righteous forever. Give me understanding,
And I shall live.
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And | prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God,
keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments;
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For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not
persons, nor taketh reward:
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Said R. Nahman b. Isaac: R. Judah put it on the same footing as the halachoth of Derek Erez, as it has been taught:
'And thou shalt make them known to thy children and thy children's children’, and it is written immediately
afterwards, 'The day on which thou didst stand before the Lord thy God in Horeb'. Just as there it was in dread and
fear and trembling and quaking, so in this case too it must be in dread and fear and trembling and quaking.
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Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider her ways, and be wise;
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Draw me, we will run after thee: the king hath brought me into his chambers: we will be glad and rejoice in thee, we
will remember thy love more than wine: the upright love thee.
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And how do we know that Elihu ben Berachel the Buzi and will reveal to Israel the secrets of the Behemoth and
Leviathan? And how do we know that Ezekiel will come and reveal to them the secret of the Chariot? It is written,
“the King has brought me into his chambers.”
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They said to Ben 'Azzai: Some preach well and act well, others act well but do not preach well; you. however, preach
well but do not act well! Ben 'Azzai replied: But what shall | do, seeing that my soul is in love with the Torah; the
world can be carried on by others.
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Said Raba, | and a lion of the company...
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A hero that knows how to respond, a man of war that knows how to do business in the war of Torah.
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R. Abin the Levite further said: What is the point of the verse, The Lord answer thee in the day of trouble, the name
of the God of Jacob set thee up on high? The God of Jacob and not the God of Abraham and Isaac? This teaches that
the owner of the beam should go in with the thickest part of it.
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Said R. Nachman: Mordecai was crowned in his nimus.
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Crowned in his nimus — with nice names, nimus is name in Greek.
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A loving doe and a graceful deer- let her breasts satisfy you at all times. Be captivated always with her love.
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Better is open rebuke than hidden love.
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140) Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it.
142) Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth.
144) The righteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting: give me understanding, and | shall live



